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Consent and Sexual Violence

The #MeToo movement has sparked reflection on sexual violence, its gendered dynamics, consent, and its limits.
Although consent does not have a single, unequivocal, definition in scientific literature, its discussion has received
renewed attention in academic and media contexts. Elevated to the norm of sexual ethics, consent has become a central
concept in multiple campaigns to prevent sexual violence.

In the legal sphere, the centrality of consent is also evident, for example, in the text of the Istanbul Convention (2011), a
document of enormous importance in combating violence against women (Duarte 2013; Ventura 2015; 2018).

However, feminist critiques of consent have already produced decades of fruitful reflection (e.g., Pateman 1980;
MacKinnon 1989; 2016; Gavey 2019; Faustino & Gavey 2024; Jeffrey 2024), highlighting the liberal and contractualist
framework of consent and pointing out its shortcomings. The relationships between consent and the sex industry have
also been debated and problematized (O'Bryan 2024; Tranchese 2024; Tranchese & Sugiura 2021). Within feminist
critiques of consent, alternatives have been proposed, such as the concept of mutuality (Lamb et a/ 2021).

For this thematic issue, we aim to explore diverse approaches to consent and sexual violence.

Possible Topics Include, among others:
e Theoretical reflections on sexual consent and possible alternatives;
e Gendered dynamics of sexual violence;
e Empirical studies on sexual violence prevention campaigns;
e Media representations of consent and sexual violence;
e Victim-survivor blaming in cases of sexual violence;
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e Socio-legal approaches to consent and sexual violence;

e Comparative analyses of consent and sexual crimes in different legal systems;

e Empirical studies on consent and sexual violence;

e Representations of sexual consent in literature (fictional and autobiographical works);
e Approaches to #MeToo in diverse cultural contexts;

e Sociolinguistic studies on consent and sexual violence;

e Relationships between consent and prostitution;

e Relationships between consent and pornography;

e Relationships between consent and obstetric violence;

e Consent and Artificial Intelligence.

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. We encourage the submission of proposals that fit the theme of

the dossier. Texts are accepted in Portuguese, English, Spanish and French.
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